Laryngological Section 87 DISCUSSION. Dr. VINRACE asked wlhat Mr. Stuart-Low meant by early implication of the epiglottis-early in disease or early in life, or both? There was a patclh of lupus on the thigh, whiich confirmed tlhe nature of the condition, if any confirmation were necessary. He also asked as to the order ii. whiclh the symptoms appeared, and the dates.
effect of arsenic on these cases was remairkably good. He sent hiis case to the London Hospital for the liglht treatment to be applied to the gum.
Mr. BARWELL suggested that before the application of the galvano-cautery, arsenic and general constitutional treatment, preferably at a sanatorium, should be carried out. After suchi treatment many of the cases required no local measures at all; and if local treatment were eventually necessary, the disease would be by then much more limited in extent than it was at present.
Mr. STUART-Low, in reply, said he referred botlh to the early disease and the youth of the patient. It began at eiglht years of age, wlhen the child used to crawl about the floor in the room wihere the mothier's first husband had died of phthisis. Probably the child scratclhed her nose, and the bacilli were thus implanted. He omitted to mention that there was a large patch of lupus on the thighi and one on the back. He intended to give arsenic and afterwards to dullness of both apices and crepitations at the right apex, and the patient had diminished in weight from 10 st. 4 lb. to 8 st. 7w lb. There was no family tendency to tuberculosis, but on inquiry it was elicited that, in his business as a house-painter and paperhanger, he had had to work in close contact with a man who was apparently the subject of pulmonary tuberculosis. When he was first seen there was enormous infiltration of the epiglottis, of both aryepiglottic folds and particularly of the left ventricular band, on which there was a well-marked irregular ulcer, while at the junction of the epiglottis with the right aryepiglottic fold there was a circumscribed mass of infiltration amounting to a tuberculoma. The condition looked an extremely hopeless one, but the exhibitor decided to try the effect of the galvano-cautery, and this was applied freely into the ulcer on the ventricular band, while two galvano-caustic punctures were made into the .epiglottis. The patient received almost instant temporary relief from his pain, and he was ordered to inhale into his larynx, by means of Leduc's tube, a powder consisting of equal parts of anwsthesin and orthoform. This relieved him at first only for a few minutes at a time, but sufficiently to enable him to consume a small meal. Later the relief lasted for an hour, then from one meal to another, and of late he has been able to eat and drink without it, though he finds it advisable to use it once a day. From the time of the first cauterization, on July 20, to August 10 the pain was considerably diminished. There was then still considerable, though less, infiltration of the epiglottis ; the tuberculous swelling had diminished, but close to its site there was a distinct loss of substance, in fact an irregular ulcer. The galvano-cautery was then applied to this uIcer, and punctures were made into the epiglottis and ventricular band. In the beginning of September the cauterization was repeated, and after this the pain gradually died away.
At the present time the epiglottis has returned nearly to the normal thickness, but is somewhat distorted by the cicatrix on its left side at the spot where the tuberculous ulcer previously existed. There is now no ulceration whatever; both cords are visible; there is a slight infiltration of the aryepiglottic folds, but they are apparently quite soft and elastic. The patient has been at work all the time, and there is every reason for supposing that his recovery is to a great extent attributable to the local treatment. The case is brought forward as offering encouragement, even when the laryngeal condition is of considerable extent; probably the absence of a family constitutional tendency and the " accidental nature of the infection were favourable elements in the case. The patient was the father of thirteen children, of whom six died in early infancy, the survivors, however, being in sound health. There is no history of specific infection.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. FITZGERALD POWELL said he had found much reaction after applying the galvano-cautery in such cases if applied often. He asked how often Dr. Grant applied it; also whether he thought there was any danger in applying it to the arytaenoid in cases of disease. He also asked how long Dr. Grant continued the treatment.
The PRESIDENT replied that he allowed two or three weeks to elapse between the applications. He used puncture; the point could be introduced and then rotated a little, so as to cause a funnel-shaped burn. He had been surprised at the absence of reaction, and it seemed strange that it should produce relief almost immediately. It was difficult to say how long the treatment should be continued; he did not propose to make any further applications in the present patient. One sometimes avoided using it, or stopped using it, because of the asthenia from the general disease. THE fracture was caused by a fall about twelve years ago. The patient was seen first last summer on account of suppuration in the left maxillary antrum. The septum was much deflected in a most irregular manner and in separate fragments, chiefly to the left. One of these fragments can still be seen in the right side, forming until recently a large synechia with the right inferior turbinal. The left side was corrected by a series of operations under local anesthesia to the extent now seen, and the antrum successfully drained by removal of portion of nasal wall. Several synechie were dealt with in the course of this treatment. The large one on the right side was incised last week, and, the separation having been maintained, it is now proposed to freshen the adjacent surfaces and fix it to the rest of the septum. Incidentally this patient, who was disfigured by a chronically congested and swollen nose, has benefited much in point of appearance.
